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Semester II 

BANT 202: Socio-Cultural Anthropology 

Total Marks: 100 (80- End Semester and 20- Sessional) 

Objectives Having studied this paper, a student will be able to: 

a. Explain the genesis, development and key concepts in socio-cultural anthropology  

b. Explain the mechanism, processes and factors of culture contact and culture change  

c. Understand the meaning and types of Political Organization and to enumerate the forms of 

Political Organization in human societies  

d. Define and explain the anthropological concept of religion and the different forms of beliefs and 

religious practices found across societies  

 
Unit 0: Baseline Analysis: Introduction of basic concepts, Objectives and Goal Setting. 
 
Unit 1: Introduction to Socio-Cultural anthropology: Genesis and Development of socio-

cultural anthropology.  

Unit 2: Key concept: culture trait, culture complex, institution, association, organization. 

Unit 3: Culture contact and culture change: Concept of diffusion, acculturation, assimilation, 
innovation, enculturation, modernization, globalization. 

Unit 4: State and non state societies: Band, Tribe, Chiefdom, Kingship, State: Customary law, 

Social Control, Norms and Sanction. 

Unit 5: Anthropology of religion: Anthropological concept of religion, animism, animatism, 

monotheism, polytheism, magic and witchcraft. Magico religious functionaries: Priest, 

Shaman, Medicine Man, Sorcerer, Witch. 

Unit 100: Advanced Skills: Revision of concepts, Journal/Magazine review, 
Assignments/Projects. 
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